DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN OF ACRE.      113
der its detention less tedious, I passed the close
of it in embodying such observations as I had
myself made in my examination of the town, on
the afternoon of the day before, with other
notices that I had been able to collect regarding
it in conversation with those long resident here.
The town of Acre is seated on the extremity
of a plain on the edge of the sea-shore, and
nearly at the bottom of a bay formed by the
promontory of Mount Carmel on the south-west,
and the skirts of the plain itself on the north-
east. This bay, from the cape to the city, may
be about ten miles across; from the extremity
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of the cape to the bottom of the bay, on the
south-east, more than half that distance ; but
from the bottom of the bay to the town of Acre
on the north-west, scarcely more than two miles
in length, which is widely different from the
most modern maps, where the bay is made to
extend at least ten miles inland to the south-east
of the town.
In fair weather the bay itself might offer a
roadstead for large ship?, but it could not be
safely frequented by them in winter; and the
port, which is a small shallow basin behind a
ruined mole, is scarcely capable of affording
shelter t<^ a dozen boats moored head and stern
in a tier. Vessels coming on the coast, therefore,
either to load or discharge, generally visit the
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